SECT. XXXIL

TRAMS AND PROFESSIONS AS PRACTISED AMONG
THE NATIVES OF INDIA.

Caunporc^Jan* 1798.

THREE caufes have been affigned for the fmall pro-
grefs made by the Oriental nations in the arts; tjie
tyranny of their defpotic governments; the ener-
\atmg heat of the climate; and their attachment to
ancient ufages* By a reflecting mind, however, thefe
will be found ealily reducible to the iecond; for if
the energies of body and mind are injured by the'ef*
feds of climate, clefpotifm, the moil firaple of all
forms of government, will of confequence arife; and
cttftom \vill become naturally a guide when the
powers of intellect are weak*

Tin* prefent ftate of almoft all the arts, compared
with the ancient monuments of them which ftill re-
demonstrates that they have long continued

ftationary,